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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2007 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I would also like to acknowledge the 
contributions of the Education and Labor Com-
mittee staff: Tom Kiley, Danielle Lee, and 
Daniel Weiss. 
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HONORING ATRIA SENIOR LIVING 
GROUP 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 10, 2007 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, the Atria Sen-
ior Living Group received the Platinum Com-
munity award from the National Assisted Liv-
ing Nurses Association for 100 percent quality 
compliance in state surveys at 22 communities 
throughout the country. 

With the number of elderly and disabled 
Americans dramatically increasing, I am proud 
to say that an Atria Assisted Living facility is 
located next to my office in Riverdale, where 
it is helping to care for this influx of elderly. I 
have visited many times since it opened. 

I was proud to again visit the Atria Assisted 
Living Facility, this weekend as part of Na-
tional Assisted Living Week which has the 
theme of ‘‘Legacies of Love’’ and highlights 
the value of passing on the legacies of our el-
ders to the coming generations. 

I urge everyone to visit friends and loved 
ones who may be at an assisted living facility 
to share in their love, care, and knowledge. 
Sadly, I recently lost my mother and value 
every moment I had with her. 

We, all of us, should make every effort to 
learn more about these facilities and the peo-
ple in them. Atria’s Platinum Award dem-
onstrates its determination to give quality care 
to these most valued citizens, care they have 
earned and deserve. I congratulate them for 
what they have done. 
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HONORING CHRIST UNITED METH-
ODIST CHURCH UPON ITS 50TH- 
YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 10, 2007 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Christ United Methodist 
Church on its 50th Anniversary for providing a 
place to worship, learn, assist those in need 
and gather in Christ’s name. 

On January 7, 2007 a JUBILEE Worship 
Service was conducted on the 50th anniver-
sary of the establishment of Christ United 
Methodist Church of Farmers Branch, Texas. 
The service was attended and conducted by 
twenty Charter Members, 500 congregants, a 
United Methodist Bishop, and eight robed min-
isters, gratefully celebrating the anniversary. 

The City of Farmers Branch is the oldest 
settlement in north Dallas County, but in 1956 
it was rapidly expanding with new construction 
of homes. The desire for a new Methodist 
church in the area prompted a small group of 
Christians to petition the United Methodist 
Bishop William C. Martin for the extension of 
the church. Upon approval by the Bishop, the 
Reverend Bourdon Smith was appointed 
church pastor. The first worship service was 
held at Valwood Elementary School on Janu-
ary 6, 1957. The name Christ United Meth-
odist Church was voted upon, and 44 mem-
bers united with the church. Charter member-
ship closed on Easter, 1957 with 135 mem-
bers registered. 

Groundbreaking ceremonies for the first 
phase of future church facilities were held in 
January, 1959 with 300 members in joyful at-
tendance. Over the years a uniquely oval 
shaped sanctuary was constructed, accommo-
dating 500 people for praise and worship. The 
current campus contains 51,000 sq ft of edu-
cation and office space, a gym, and a com-
mercial kitchen—all of it used on a weekly 
basis. 

Dr. Victor Casad, Senior Pastor and Rev. 
Bob Spencer continue the message of those 
who served before them, and that is to live the 
mission statement, ‘‘To Share the love of 
Christ’’. Christ UMC provides ESL classes to 
the community, and financial aid to foreign 
missions. Child Development and Mother’s 
Day Out programs provide a Christian learning 
experience. Three distinctively different wor-
ship services each Sunday morning welcome 
members and visitors. All ages are offered a 
variety of Sunday school classes and study 
groups each Sunday, and Bible Study groups 
throughout the week. Youth and Adult work 
teams tackle local assistance services, and 
travel far and wide to assist the Appalachia 
Service Project to make homes warmer, dryer, 
and safer. Men’s Work Teams aid people im-
pacted by disasters in Texas. 

Those early dreams of Bishop Martin and 
the Charter Members have been met; how-
ever, the goal of today’s 1455 members is 
equally as forward-reaching as theirs were. As 
the trumpets blasted to proclaim the year of 
JUBILEE at Christ United Methodist Church in 
January, the sanctuary was filled to capacity, 
and the spirit and energy was contagious. It 
was a day of genuine joy and appreciation for 
what has been accomplished and what lies 
ahead for each member of Christ United Meth-
odist Church in Farmers Branch, Texas. 

In honor of this special anniversary, Christ 
UMC is culminating its celebration with week-
end events beginning on October 13, 2007. 
There will be a pancake dinner on Saturday 
and a parade begins the Sunday celebration. 
Following a special church service where 
former CUMC ministers and Charter Members 
will also be present, an all-church barbeque 
dinner will be enjoyed. An afternoon concert in 
the sanctuary will close the activities. 

I am privileged to have had this time to 
honor the 50th Anniversary of Christ United 
Methodist Church of Farmers Branch, Texas. 

IN HONOR OF THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY CELEBRATION OF TELECT, 
INC. 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 10, 2007 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Telect, Inc. as 
they celebrate 25 years of business in the 
communications industry. Telect, Inc. has be-
come a global leader in the development, 
manufacturing and service of connectivity and 
power products. 

Bill and Judi Williams founded the company 
in September of 1982 with their then 18-year- 
old son, Wayne. Today, with headquarters in 
Liberty Lake and additional facilities in Texas, 
Latin America and Europe, they support a 
worldwide network of customers. In addition to 
providing quality service to their customers, 
the Williams’ have also emphasized the impor-
tance of community involvement. 

Together, their résumé of volunteer and 
community commitments is extensive. Bill has 
been active in the Boy Scouts of America’s 
Northwest Council, and served on the National 
Association of Manufacturers’ Board of Direc-
tors. Judi worked on several physician and 
hospital boards, was on the DSHS State Advi-
sory Committee and served on the Whitworth 
College Board of Trustees. She also earned 
Working Woman Magazine’s ‘‘Top 500 
Woman Owned Business’’ award in 1998. 

Telect continues to be known throughout the 
region as a model of how far a business can 
go when it is built on faith, integrity, and hard 
work. Their core values, which have been a 
part of the company since day one, still shape 
their business today. Now, as Bill and Judi 
have taken on the role as active members of 
the Board of Directors, their son Wayne is car-
rying the legacy of this great company into a 
new generation. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
Bill and Judi Williams for their outstanding ac-
complishments as founders of Telect, Inc., and 
congratulate them on 25 years of quality serv-
ice in the communications industry. I invite my 
colleagues to join me in honoring Bill and Judi 
Williams, and the employees of Telect, Inc. as 
they celebrate 25 great years together. 

f 

FREEDOM FOR ARTURO SUÁREZ 
RAMOS 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 10, 2007 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to speak about 
Arturo Suárez Ramos, a long suffering and 
heroic prisoner of conscience in totalitarian 
Cuba. 

Mr. Suárez Ramos is a member of the 
Cuban Pro-Human Rights Committee and a 
leader of the pro-democracy movement in to-
talitarian Cuba. Because he believes that free-
dom is the birthright of every person, he has 
steadfastly demanded freedom, democracy 
and human rights for the Cuban people. He 
has bravely denounced the cruel policies of 
the dictatorship, its apartheid-style discrimina-
tion against Cubans, and its constant indoc-
trination campaign, and demanded that the 
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